
 

8  

This newsletter is published by 

New Hope Camp Inc. 

10901 South Yale Avenue 

Tulsa, Oklahoma,  74137. 
 

New Hope is a 501c3 non-profit 

corporation. 
 

Mission:  New Hope teaches 

children who have a parent in 

prison to become positive, pro-

ductive, contributing members of 

society. 

 

Executive Director: 

Judy Gann 

judy@newhopeoklahoma.org 

918-361-3903 

 

Program Director:  

Lindsay Fry-Geier 
Lindsay@newhopeoklahoma.org 
 

Website:  

www.newhopeoklahoma.org 

10901 South Yale Avenue 

Tulsa, OK  74137-7211 

NON-PROFIT 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

TULSA, OK 

PERMIT NO. 839 

Return Service Requested 

New Hope Board  

Rosanne McDaniel, Chair  

Keith Fallis, Vice Chair  

Mark Bonney, Treasurer   
Paula Inman Rule, Secretary 

Patrick Campbell 

Jane Elbon  

Missy Frette 

Josh Juarez 

sold this year.  Each t -shirt has a 
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June 2011 Newsletter 

Working with Children Who have a Parent in Prison  

New Hope thanks everyone for their generous sup-

port of the 2011 summer camps.  We expect this 

yearôs camps to have more campers than ever before 

in our history, and that will also make them the most 

expensive camps in our history. 

Fortunately for us and for the at-risk children who 

attend our camps at no cost to their families, New 

Hope is supported by numerous individuals, churches, 

corporations, and foundations that understand that our 

camps are making a difference in the lives of these 

children. 

Through the end of May, New Hope had received 

more than $112,000 from all sources, and that money 

was used for all of New Hopeôs programs, not just for 

the summer camps.  Of that total, over $64,000 came 

from individuals. ñWe are always amazed by the 

generosity that New Hope experiences from people 

who send us $20 in the mail, or who send us $10,000,ò 

said Executive Director Judy Gann.  ñWhile we know 

how valuable our work is, because we get to see these 

children year round, we appreciate the faith of our 

supporters in believing in the value of our work and in 

supporting our work financially.ò 

Grants that had previously been announced were a 

$20,000 grant from AmeriCorps and a $15,000 grant 

from the George Kaiser Family Foundation.  New 

Hope has received all $15,000 from the Kaiser Foun-

dation, $5,000 of which was in the form of a matching 

grant, after satisfying the terms of the match. 

New Hope is excited to announce six new grants 

that it received in recent months. Four of the six are in 

support of New Hopeôs 2011 summer camps:  $25,000 

from Sarkeys Foundation; $12,000 from the Gelvin 

Foundation; $2,500 from the Hille Family Charitable 

New Hopeôs 2011 summer camps have begun, 

and we expect this to be a challenging and rewarding 

summer for New Hope and for all of our staff, volun-

teers, and campers.  This year over 150 Oklahoma 

children with a parent in prison will attend eight in-

credible sessions of summer camp, free of charge. 

Our 2011 camps will focus on the theme of Peace. 

Camp Start, for children ages 14-15, Camp Vi-

sion, for children ages 12-13, and our Arts and Sci-

ence Camp will be held at a new location, Central 

Christian Camp near Guthrie.  ñThe Central Chris-

tian Camp campground is accredited by the Ameri-

can Camp Association,ò said Program Director, 

Lindsay Fry-Geier.  ñIt offers great features for our 

New Hope campers, and some of those features have 

not been available at the facilities we have used in 

previous years.ò  One change is that the campground 

will provide lunch and dinner for New Hope campers 

and staff, 

instead of volunteers providing our meals as has 

been our practice in the past. 

Another big change this summer is that New 

Hope is welcoming an AmeriCorps volunteer team 

Generous Donors Make 2011 
Camps Possible 
Six Foundations Make Grants 

New Hope Camps 2011: 
ñPeace Begins with Meò 

Foundation story continued on page 2 

Summer Camp story continued on page 2 
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Foundation, and $2,000 from the 

Kerr Foundation.  ñSarkeys, 

Gelvin, and Hille all increased the 

amounts of their grants this year,ò 

said Judy Gann.  ñTheir continued 

support, and the first-time grant 

from the Kerr Foundation, will 

allow New Hope to use better 

camp facilities this year and to 

host more campers than ever be-

fore.ò 

The Anne and Henry Zarrow 

Foundation gave New Hope a 

grant in May of $15,000 to sup-

port both the summer camps and 

the after-school programs.  Addi-

tionally, the Williams Foundation 

gave a first-time grant of $10,000 

which will be used for New 

Hopeôs after-school programs this 

fall.   

ñThe Zarrow Foundation has 

been a steadfast supporter for sev-

eral years,ò said Gann.  ñWe are 

excited by the first-time grant by 

the Williams Foundation,ò she 

continued.  ñWe may be signifi-

cantly expanding our after-school 

programs this fall, and this dona-

tion from Williams will be impor-

tant in funding our expansion of 

these services to children who 

have a parent in prison.ò 

of ten young adults to assist with all 

of our camps except for our last 

scheduled camp. Our summer be-

gan with one week of staff training 

that included our AmeriCorps 

team.  Our qualified summer staff 

received training in child develop-

ment, interactions with at-risk chil-

dren, and best practices. 

After the week of staff training, 

we traveled to the Rocky Mountains 

of Colorado for another week of 

training ï this time for our Counsel-

ors-In-Training (CITs).  Nine of our 

16- and 17-year-old former New 

Hope campers will serve as volun-

teer CITs who will assist the camp 

for our youngest campers, ages 8-

11. Our CITs tell us that they are 

looking forward to the opportunity 

to give back to New Hope by help-

ing the younger children who share 

with them the situation of having a 

parent in prison. The CITs were 

also excited for this team-building 

challenge and for the opportunity to 

travel to Colorado.  Most of them 

had never seen mountains.  

The next camp was Camp Start, 

for our 14- and 15-year-old camp-

ers, and that was followed by a trip 

to Oklahomaôs own Arbuckle 

mountains for a three-day tent 

camping experience.  These camp-

ers will have the opportunity to ex-

plore waterfalls, caves, and trails.  

Next week will be our Canoe 

Camp.  At Canoe Camp, our camp-

ers will take part in a three-day ca-

noe and camping trip on the Illinois 

River.   

The next two camps will be the 

Arts and Science Camp and Camp 

Vision for children ages 11-13 at 

Central Christian Camp.  The con-

clusion of our exciting summer will 

be our largest camp, Camp New 

Hope, located at St. Crispinôs Epis-

copal Conference Center, near 

Seminole.  We expect over fifty 

campers ages 8-11, at this last ses-

sion. 

None of our camps or programs 

could function without the support 

of our generous volunteers and do-

nors.  Thank you for your commit-

ment to the children of prisoners. 

If you know someone who 

would like to volunteer at a camp, it 

isnôt too late.  Please contact Lind-

say Fry-Geier, Program Director, at 

Lindsay@newhopeoklahoma.org.   

If you think you could provide 

transportation for children to or 

from a camp, please contact Bar-

bara Woltz at Barbara@ 

newhopeoklahoma.org.  Potential 

volunteers must fill out an applica-

tion, undergo a background check, 

and provide required ID and docu-

ments.  For transporting children, 

we require 2 adults in every vehicle. 

 

 

This yearôs camp staff enjoyed the week of training at Central Christian Camp 

Executive Director Judy Gann with 

Therese Starr, Trustee of the Gelvin 

Foundation.  New Hope congratulates 

Therese on her ordination as a deacon 

in the Episcopal Church on June  18. 

Foundation Story continued from 

page 1 

Camp story continued from page 1 
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Volunteers Needed for Transportation  
to Summer Camps  

 Tuesday, July 5 to 

Saturday, July 9 

 

Arts and Science Camp 12-15 year olds Central Christian Camp (near 

Guthrie) 

Sunday, July 10 to 

Friday, July 15 

 

Camp Vision 12-13 year olds Central Christian Camp (near 

Guthrie) 

Sunday, July 24 to 

Friday, July 29 

 

Camp New Hope 8-11 year olds St. Crispinôs Episcopal Confer-

ence Center  (on Highway 9 

seven miles east of Seminole.) 

 

New Hope relies on volunteers to transport children from all over Oklahoma to the various camp locations.  

ñBy relying on volunteers,ò Executive Director Judy Gann explains, ñthe children get to connect with another 

caring adult.ò  In addition, New Hope is saved the expense of renting buses or large vans to transport the chil-

dren.  ñRight now,ò Gann explained, we expect more than 50 children for our last camp, for our youngest 

campers, at St. Crispinôs.  We will need a lot of volunteers to help with transportation, especially at that camp.   
 

Dates for camp for which transportation is needed are below.  If you can drive, or be a second adult in a vehi-

cle, please let New Hope volunteer coordinator Barbara Woltz know at Barbara@newhopeoklahoma.org or 

918-495-0685.  New Hope requires 2 adults in each vehicle, and we can help match a driver and a second 

adult.  Please complete a volunteer application, which can be found at the New Hope web site under the 

ñVolunteersò tab, http://www.newhopeoklahoma.org.  New Hope requires a background check, plus a copy of 

your drivers license and proof of insurance on the vehicle to be used. Thank you!  

To left, 14ï and 15-year

-old campers at Camp 

Start in June work with 

staffers on small group 

challenges.  The chal-

lenges teach team 

building and communi-

cation skills. 

 

Twenty campers  

attended Camp Start. 

 

ñThe campers 

enjoyed the games,ò 

said New Hope staff 

member Stephen Sey-

mour.  ñI am sure that 

they built friendships 

that will last a life-

time.ò 

 
Above, New Hope CITs enjoy Colorado, as 

does staff member Abigail Campbell.  The 

CITs received training that will allow them 

to act as volunteer counselors at the New 

Hope camp for ages 8-11. 

mailto:Lindsay@newhopeoklahoma.org
mailto:Barbara@newhopeoklahoma.org
mailto:Barbara@newhopeoklahoma.org
mailto:Barbara@newhopeoklahoma.org
http://www.newhopeoklahoma.org
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Karl Bentson 
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Kay Brown 

Cristin Bruns 

Sherri Carpenter 
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Henry Davenport 

Barbara Dawes 
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Mary Fousel 
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Stephanie San German 

Kathryn Shackelford 
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Mike Smith 
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Brotherhood of St. Lawrence, 

     Trinity Episcopal Church, Tulsa 

Iron Gate 

Barbara Woltz 

Thank You To Our Great Volunteers  
These are the wonderful people who volunteered for New Hope between March and May 2011.   

Our camp-related volunteers will be thanked in our September newsletter.  

We are profiling volunteer 

Michele Mesmer in this issue of 

our newsletter.  Michele just 

graduated from Cascia Hall, and 

she has been a magnificent volun-

teer for New Hope for the past 

year.  She will be attending the 

University of Southern California 

in the fall, and we will miss her. 

Michele got involved in New 

Hope when a friend asked her to 

come out to Camp New Hope to 

help as a cabin counselor and life-

guard.  She had such a great ex-

perience that she wanted to help 

with the year-round after school 

programs and to work with kids 

of different ages. 

Michele shared some of her 

reflections on her work with New 

Hope:  ñI was nervous when I 

started working as a volunteer 

with the after-school program at 

New Hope.  I knew so few of the 

children when I started, and I was 

afraid that I wouldnôt be able to 

relate to many of them.  After a 

few weeks of volunteering with 

New Hope, I found that I was 

wrong.  Working with New Hope 

has really shown me that no mat-

ter what background you come 

from, you can always find a way 

to relate kids when you are trying 

to help them.ò 

ñI also found a lot to relate to 

with the campers because I at-

tended summer camps myself 

while I was growing up.  We 

played the same games, sang the 

same songs, and did the same 

crafts.ò 

This summer Michele will be 

helping us at Camp Vision and 

Camp New Hope.  We thank 

Michele for all of her work, and 

we wish her the best of luck at 

USC!  

Volunteer Michele Mesmer assists New Hope staff member Tshaka 

Rivers with the older youth during the Tulsa Christmas party in  

December. 

Volunteers Michele Mesmer and Becky Roselle wait to help serve food 

at a June 17 New Hope Luncheon at Trinity Episcopal Church, Tulsa. 

Michele Mesmer ðVolunteer Extraordinaire  

Kathryn Shackelford chaired our recent 

Seasons of Hope fundraiser luncheon. She 

and her husband Mark also provide trans-

portation for our campers. 
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In honor of Carlos Tuttle from: 

Leah Eckenwiler, Karlena JacksonïBishop, Garry and Sally Kemp, Alan Moore, Martin J. Reidy, David 

Rollo, Brotherhood of St. Andrew of Johnôs Episcopal, Tulsa 

In honor of Judy Gann from: 

Janet Duvall, Gordon Fallis, Jack and Elise Gordon, Fay Palma  
 

Frances Applehans in memory of Robert Applehans 

Minnie Beck in memory of Terry Beck 

Jay and Patty Chandler in celebration of the wedding of Eric and Shannon Richards 

Ivy and Joe Dempsey in honor of the wedding anniversary of Mark and Fina Dempsey 

Randy Gann in honor of Ann Gann 

Frances Harrison in memory of James Anspach III 

Dana Hutton in honor and celebration of Ruth Dillingham 

Marty Hutton in memory of Joan Edwards Womble 

Mr. and Mrs. George James in celebration of All Soulôs Episcopal Church, OKC 

Kirby and Pattie Jarolim in celebration of mothers on Motherôs Day 

Allen and Sharon Kelso in memory of Irene Vossman 

Bill Lunn in memory of Kathryn, Adrienne and Michael Lunn 

Rene Maloney in celebration of Grady Parrish 

Linda Martin in celebration of Collin and Leah, and Kat 

Mary McIlhaneyand Harley Galusha in celebration of their 10th wedding anniversary 

Paul and Lisa Mesmer in honor of Michele Mesmer 

Bill and Susan Miller in memory  

of Ed and Lois Minich 

Emily Mooney in honor of Lisa 

Chronister 

Ann and Britt Radford in honor  

of Lizze Radford 

Herb and Nellie Rhea in celebration 

of Motherôs Day 

Jann and Bob Scott in memory of 

William Connally 

Patricia Smallwood in memory of 

Darlene Algar 

John and Charlene Stroud in celebra-

tion of Paula Watson 

Lyne Tracy in memory of Michael 

Tracy 

Michael and Maxine Urquhart in 

honor of their children 

 

 

 

New Hope is saddened by the death of 

supporter Donna Ferrell on May 16.  

Donnaôs daughter, Teresa, requested 

donations to New Hope in Donnaôs 

memory.  Teresa said that when 

Donna heard Executive Director Judy 

Gann speak, ñshe wanted to go out 

and save the world.ò 

As of publication, New Hope has re-

ceived donations from the following 

in Donnaôs memory and in thanksgiv-

ing for her life: 

Daryl and Phyllis Newkirk 

Ann Richardson 

John and Sheila Spire 

Kenneth and Ruth Walker 

Mrs. John B. Walton 

Jennifer Wolf 

Pat Woodrum 

Independence High School 

Class of 1982 

Jerry and Rita Carpenter 

Joe and Myrna Couch 

Wilma Davidson 

Charles and Sara Field 

Jack and Elise Gordon 

Jim and Virginia Huffman 

Dean and Debbie Luthey 

Nadine Marshall 

Harold and Vivian Montgomery 

Jane Nellsch 

New Hope has received the following donations with  
special designations  
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New Hope After -School Programs Thriving  
 - Programs serving more children 

New Hopeôs after-school pro-

grams finished the school year in 

May in a great way!  The 60 chil-

dren who were active in these 

programs were the most that New 

Hope has ever served in these 

programs. 

We are excited to look toward 

the next school year, because we 

anticipate that we will have sig-

nificant growth in our existing 

programs as well as new ones.  

New Hope started a new group at 

Eugene Field Elementary School 

in March 2011, and we hope that 

it will grow and thrive in the fall.  

We anticipate that the New Hope 

groups at Mark Twain Elemen-

tary School will become larger.  

Mark Twain is expanding to in-

clude sixth grade, and because of 

that change all of the children 

who were in the New Hope pro-

gram last year should be able to 

continue. 

ñWe are especially excited 

that we have received inquiries 

from three new school who are 

interested in starting New Hope 

after-school programs in the fall 

of 2011,ò said Executive Director 

Judy Gann.  Kendall-Whittier 

Elementary in Tulsa, Rhoades 

Elementary in Broken Arrow, and 

Briarglen Elementary in the Un-

ion School District have all ap-

proached New Hope.  ñWe will 

be in discussions with these 

schools and evaluating these re-

quests over the summer,ò ex-

plained Gann. 

New Hopeôs ultimate goal is 

to end the cycle of intergenera-

tional incarceration.  The Okla-

homa Kids Count 2010 Factbook, 

issued by the Oklahoma Institute 

for Child Advocacy, stated that 

children who have a parent in 

prison have five times greater risk 

of being incarcerated themselves 

than their peers. 

The Factbook can be accessed 

on the OICA website, oica.org, 

and it did a thorough job of dis-

cussing the problems faced by 

children who have a parent in 

prison.  During the school year, 

the children who attend our after-

school programs express their 

feelings of guilt, anger, and diffi-

culty with school to our trained 

staff.  Our after-school programs 

are designed to help them cope 

with the problems they face. 

New Hope after-school pro-

grams address the issues faced by 

the children we serve by 1) giving 

these children a stable, consistent, 

and safe after-school environment 

in which to interact with peers 

and positive adults; 2) providing 

quality programs that build self- 

efficacy, teach life skills, reduce 

risky behavior, and increase so-

cial and emotional health; 3) pro-

viding a healthy snack before the 

program begins; and providing a 

healthy evening meal to the chil-

dren who attend the community-

based programs before they return 

home. 

Besides the school based pro-

grams, New Hope has after-

school sessions centrally located 

at Trinity Episcopal Church in 

downtown Tulsa two afternoons 

each week. In the fall of 2010, 

New Hope launched a new read-

ing program designed to help 

children ages 4ï8 read on grade 

level before they enter the third 

grade, and at the end of the school 

year we had 10 children in that 

program.  ñWe are excited about 

the number of volunteers who 

have approached us about helping 

with our reading program, includ-

ing a retired reading specialist,ò 

said Gann.  ñWe will keep con-

sidering ways to expand this pro-

gram so that we can make a dif-

ference in the lives of these chil-

dren.ò 

 

After-school  

participants, Josh 

and Makyla  at New 

Hopeôs Monday  

community group 

build towers with 

toothpicks, marsh-

mallows, and jelly 

drops.  As you can  

imagine, this is a 

popular activity! But 

it is much more. It 

helps young people 

build communication 

skills, teaches perse-

verance and problem 

solving and  encour-

ages creativity. 
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After-School New Hope participant 

Skyler shows off his food handlers 

permit.  The community group that 

meets at Trinity Episcopal Church 

Tulsa on Tuesdays did a food unit, 

after which most of the young people 

received their food handlerôs permit,. 

This permit will help them obtain 

jobs in fast food establishments or 

restaurants.  

New Hope plans to start a Job Club 

next year for our older teens to teach 

them skills like filling out an applica-

tion, building a resume, interview 

skills, and money management. 

JaôAngel climbs the rock wall at the 

Tulsa Zoo during a girls retreat in 

May. 

Kite flying during a New Hope  

family outing in March. 

Boys attend a horse retreat in April 

with ranch owner Kenny Robinson. 

We appreciate New Hope Donors 
Thank you to donors whose gifts New Hope received from January 1, 2011 through 

May 31, 2011.  We have received many donations after June 1, and we will acknowl-

edge those gifts in our September newsletter. 

Claudia Ainette 

Clair Bailey 

Larry Bailey 

Julia Baker 

Margaret Beesley 

Judith & Robert Gardner 

Blackwell 

Libbye Brooks 

Jerry Buffington 

Harry & Carthel Burt 

Jay & Patricia Chandler 

Gina Covington 

The Rt. Rev. William Cox 

Joe & Airyn Cristiano 

Robert & Sheri Curry 

Harry Dandelles 

Noel Doherty 

Jane Duenner 

Stephen & Ruthie Duenner 

Leah Eckenwiler 

David Edwards 

Episcopal Book & Gift  

Center/Trinity 

Tom & Marty Fernalld 

Charles & Patricia Foulks 

Mary Fousel 

Stanley & Jeanette Fry 

Bob & Georgia Gates 

Virginia Glandon 

Jack & Elise Gordon 

Tripp & Margarett Haggard 

Melissa Harris 

Fred Hewgley 

Rick & Jani Hill  

Catherine Hughes 

Patty & Kirby Jarolim 

Allen & Sharon Kelso 

Adele King 

Andy & Carol Kmetz 

The Rt. Rev. Edward 

Konieczny 

Fred & Judith Kumpf 

Dorian Kurin 

Kathryn Langley 

Alene Langsdorf 

James & Barbara Lowell 

Katherine Magrini 

Barbara & Jesse Mannering 

Linda Martin 

Jim & Rebecca Mayo 

Paul & Lisa Mesmer 

Paul Harrison Mock 

Joseph & Dona Morris 

Rebecca & Scott Moseman 

Donna Nichols 

Jonelle & Steve Parks 

Michelle Pieratt 

Carolyn Plucknett 

Barri Plunket 

Britt & Ann Radford 

Ann Ralston 

Martin Reidy 

Cindy Ritter 

Peter Rollins 

William & Linda Rowland 

Connie & Ben Saxton 

Kent Schobe 

Mark & Kathryn Shackelford 

Jane Simmons 

Donald Sivola 

Amy Smith 

Clinton & Marla Smith 

David & Lee Smith 

Sheryl & Mike Smith 

Dixie Spears 

Jack & Susan Steinmeyer 

Stephen & Lynn Stockley 

Mark Stokes 

Carlos Tuttle 

Gloria Williams 

Philip & Janice Wilner 

L.C & S.T. Young 


